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Re: Comment on Proposed Rulemaking - 45 CFR Part 1614

Dear Ms. Davis

The Northwest Justice Project (NJP) is the LSC funded provider of legal services to the poor

in Washington State. Since 2007, we have carefully followed developments regarding

interpretations of the Private Attomey Involvement (PAI) rules and are gratifred that many of
the concerns raised by some of LSC's interpretations have been positively addressed in the

proposed revisions. We fully support and appreciate LSC's desire to expand flexibility for
how recipient programs meet their PAI obligations. We also appreciate LSC's effort to
encourage increased PAI participation by changing the dehnition of "private attorney" and

setting out a non-exclusive list of PAI "support and other activities." In particular, we are

heartened by the fact that under the proposed revisions it appears that NJP's significant
support for the statewide pro bono delivery system in Washington, through its telephonic

intake and referral system (CLEAR), will now enjoy recognition of the important role this

support plays to enhance private bar involvement efforts statewide.

While NJP in large part supports and endorses the proposed changes, there are a few items of
concern. These are listed below:

o $1614.3 Definition of "private attorney'': This provision excludes an attomey
employed by an LSC recipient 1,000 hours or more per calendar 

recipient,

but may on occasion be employed on a short-term basis to fill temporary needs

arising from staff vacancies or absences such as an extended family medical leave,

military leave, short-term special project grant funding, or emergency needs occurring
from a sudden staff departure. Should such a temporary stint last approximately six
months after which the attomey returns to volunteer status, the recipient would not be
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able to allocate costs associated with the attomey's 




