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LAW OFFICES OF

TEXAS RIOGRANDE LEGAL AID, INC.
4920 NORTH INTERSTATE 35
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78751

Telephone: (512) 374-2700 Fax: (512) 447-3940
Toll-Free: 1-800-369-9270
October 21, 2013

Mr. Mark Freedman, Esq.
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Legal Services Corporation
3333 K Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20007

RE: Comments Concerning Proposed Regulations Regarding Restrictions
on Legal Assistance to Aliens

Dear Mr. Freedman:

These comments are submitted on behalf of Texas RioGrande Legal Aid (“TRLA”) in
response to the Legal Services Corporations’ Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), RIN
1205-ABS58, Proposed Rules 45 CFR Part 1626, “Restrictions on Legal Assistance to Aliens” 78
Fed. Reg. 51696-51704 (Aug. 21, 2013).

TRLA is a legal services provider funded by the Legal Services Corporation. It provides free
legal services to low-income residents in sixty-eight counties of Southwest Texas, and represents
migrant and seasonal farm workers throughout the state of Texas and six southern states. TRLA

is the third largest legal services provider in the nation and the largest in the state of Texas.
e R e —————







VIVPA/TVPRA. In 2003, Congress amended the Trafficking Victims Protection Act to
require LSC and other federal agencies to expand benefits and services to “victims of severe
forms of trafficking in persons in the United States, and aliens classified as a nonimmigrant
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victims.” 22 U.S.C. §7105(b)(1)(B).

VAWA. In 2006, Congress amended Public Law 105-119, Title V, § 501(a)(2)(C)(1), 111
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qualifies for immigration relief under section 101(a)(15)(U) of the of the Immigration and

Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(15)(U)).”* Public Law 109-162, § 104(a)(1)(B), 119 Stat.

2960, 2978- 79 (2006) This statute therefore authorizes LSC-funded organizations to provide
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el1g1ble for T- or U- nonimmigrant status. 78 Fed Reg 51696, 51699-700. TRLA’s proposed
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Likewise, a victim of trafficking whose trafficking occurred within the United States
may, for a variety of reasons, return to their home country—perhaps the victim never wanted to




set forth at 8 U.S.C. §1590. The TVPRA explicitly recognizes that the courts have extra-
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is denied or if there is an official DHS determination that an alien whose
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Proposed 45 C.F.R. § 1626.4(e).







TRLA appreciates the proposed regulation’s recognition that H-2B forestry workers are
eligible for legal services. See Proposed Section 1626.11(b). Although these clients do not
represent a large number of cases each year, TRLA and the national legal community have found
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