





	We strongly support Legal Services Corporation’s (LSC) choice in the proposed regulations to create a separate eligibility basis for legal representation for persons to whom alienage restrictions do not apply.  Clients eligible under the Anti-abuse la...
	The proposed rule contains the amendments needed to clarify immigrant victims of abuse, battering, extreme cruelty, trafficking, sexual assault, and other U visa criminal activities who were previously ineligible for assistance under the prior statute...
	LSC funded programs include some of the nation’s leading providers of legal assistance to immigrant victims in VAWA, T, and U visa immigration cases.  Revising the current regulation to clarify crime victim eligibility could encourage many more LSC fu...
	 Immigrant victims of battering or extreme cruelty;31F
	 Sexual assault;32F
	 Trafficking in the United States; or
	 Qualifies for relief under section INA 101(a)(15)(U).
	It is important to note that the first three categories, domestic violence, sexual assault, and trafficking, are eligible for LSC funded assistance without regard to any eligibility under any immigration laws.  If a non-citizen is a victim of one of t...
	A review of the data on the types of crimes that are the basis for U visas reinforces the importance of this approach.  Most U visa victims are victims of domestic violence or sexual assault which are crimes that are recidivist in nature and where in ...
	A second reason for concern with this approach taken by the regulations is that it may have the unintended consequence of encouraging LSC attorneys to encourage victims to pursue T or U visas as opposed to other forms of immigration relief that are av...

