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(202) 336-8800 Fax (202) 336-8959

John McKay
Précidant

Writer’s Direct Telephone
(202) 336-8814

May 29, 1997

Warren E. Hearnes, Executive Director
Southeast Missouri Legal Services, Inc.
116 North Main Street

Charleston, MO 63834

Re:  Interpretation of 45 C.F.R. 1637

Dear Mr. Hearnes:

You have requested assistance in i"n,terpreting the restrictions on representation of prisoners
in civil litigation. See 45 C:F.R. Part 1637. In particular, you asked if representation would be
allowed: (1) on a child support matter for an applicant confined to a mental institution following a

criminal trial in which he was found not guilty by reason of insanity; and (2) for persons released
from prison, but who remain under house arrest.

On August 29, 1996, LSC published Part 1637 as an interim rule to implement the legislative
restrictions on the representation of prisoners. Part 1637 became effective upon publication,
although LSC also sought public comment on the interim rule. On April 21, 1997, LSC published
Part 1637 as a final rule, and incorporated certain chanees from the interim rule hased an itc
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