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the client is the sole owner of the fees, there is no risk of an award of compensation to the
recipient and the recipient may provide time records to the client or client’s new counsel.’

Determinations as to whether a particular recipient may transfer time records to
new, private counsel for the purpose of the new counsel making a claim for attorneys’
fees on the client’s behalf is one that will necessarily be made on an individualized, case-
by-case basis depending on whether the attorneys’ fees would be owned by the counsel or
the client. Ownership of an attorneys’ fee award is dictated by express statutory
language or judicial interpretation and construction of the statutory authorlty from which
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