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Washington. DC 20007
vfortuno@lsc.gov

RE: Development of Regulatory Agenda for 2005-2006

Dear Mr. Fortuno:

This letter is submitted in response to the Federal Register notice of Friday, May 20,
2005 seeking comments on the development of regulatory agenda for LSC for 2005-2006.
There are two areas that I am raising on behalf of Iowa Legal Aid.

The first issue 
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available. This would level the playing field for low-income clients

The other reason for the change in this regulatory area is the impact that the regulation
has on the budgets of Legal Services Corporation grantees. As a result of reduced resources,
LSC funded programs turn away hundreds of individuals each month who are in need of legal
assistance. Additional resources are needed. During the ten year period of 1986 to 1996,
when the receipt of fees was permitted, Iowa Legal Aid averaged $66,000 per year in fee
awards. This additional revenue would translate into service in an additional 400 cases each
year impacting over 1,000 individuals.

The second issue raised for 

Data Year1 Number of cases
Reviewed

Number of Errors Error rate

9 4.3%2004 207

4.9%205 102003

187 12 5.9%2002

10 5.2%2001 191

3.1%2000 191 6

200 15 7.5%1999

The impact of the emphasis on self certification and self inspection process for CSR
data has been that extraordinary amounts of staff time are devoted to compliance 

.Statistics for 1999 through 2002 are for the Legal Services Corporation of Iowa
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Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments as a part of the development of
the regulatory agenda for LSC. If there are questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely, .,0 "

(~9,e ~ ~~4p."",.¥tfl, Dennis Groenenboom

Executive Director
Direct Phone: (515)243-2980 Ext 1620
E-mail: daroenenboom@jowalaw.ora
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